Lesson 23 Lecture
Micah 1-5

	This week’s reading covers the first 5 of 7 chapters in the book of Micah. Warren Wiersbe breaks down the book into three sections:

1. A warning message: Judgment is coming (Chapters 1-2) 
2. A promise message: A Deliverer is coming (Chapters 3-5) 
3. A challenge message: Trust the Lord Now (Chapters 6-7) 

Steve will cover chapters 6 & 7 next week. So let’s get started with giving some context to today’s reading. Not much is known about Micah other than what he tells us about himself. His name is an abbreviated form of Micaiah and means, “Who is like Jehovah”. He was unique because he was the only prophet sent to both the northern and southern kingdoms. He was from the village of Moresheth near Gath, about twenty-five miles southwest of Jerusalem. He was a “country” guy as opposed to a “city” guy, so it is interesting that God would choose a man from this area to call out the people in the cities. 
He prophesied approximately 40 years - during the last half of the eighth century BC during the reigns of Jotham (750-735 B.C.), Ahaz (735-715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715-686 B.C.). He was a contemporary of Isaiah in Judah and Amos and Hosea in the northern kingdom. Micah witnessed the civil war of the 10 tribes of the northern kingdom and the 2 tribes of the southern kingdom which was so awful that 2 Chronicles 28 tells us 120,000 men from the south alone were killed in a single day’s battle. 
Jeremiah 26:18 informs us that it was the ministry of Micah that encouraged the great reformation in Judah under the leadership of Hezekiah. Judah was evolving, or depending how you look at things, dissolving from a rural nation to an urban nation. The movement to urban created wealthy and greedy landowners, and they were ignoring the poor, and Micah was a champion of the poor.
As we read through these prophetic books, we should consider the prophets’ commitment to tell the truth regardless of the cost, as well as their hearts for the people. There are many prophecy conferences these days, and they can indeed be fascinating in terms of trying to figure out where we are now in the prophetic time space continuum. But fascination is not the point of prophecy – compassion is at the heart of prophecy. Jon Courson said, “Prophecy should not titillate us intellectually or fire us up politically. Prophecy should break us emotionally.” Warren Wiersbe added, “Bible prophecy isn’t entertainment for the curious; it’s encouragement for the serious.” Jon Courson concluded that we should have the same mindset as the prophets - “We must be more concerned about people being established in truth than about them being impressed with our insights or profound thoughts.” 
Let’s get into the first section – the warning message that judgment is coming. Micah is laying out the Lord’s issues with the cities in chapter 1, the people in chapter 2, and the political and religious leaders in chapter 3. Beginning in chapter 1, we are presented with something like a courtroom scene. Verse 2 pronounces, “Hear, you peoples, all of you, listen, earth and all who live in it, that the Sovereign LORD may bear witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.” Modern law supports the concept that to convict someone in a court of law you typically need at least two witnesses. Not so with God – Job 34:21, “His eyes are on the ways of mortals; he sees their every step.” The judge arrives and names the defendants in verse 5 - the defendants are His people – Judah and Samaria. What is the crime? - Idolatry, which is really rebellion against the Lord. 
Verses 6-9 speak of a lamentation against Samaria. Before God judges a people, He wants them to know how He feels. Verse 6 paints a vivid picture of the judgment coming – “Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of rubble, a place for planting vineyards. I will pour her stones into the valley and lay bare her foundations.” The city was built originally by Omri, king of Israel, and was the seat of idolatry. It was made famous, or infamous, by Ahab and Jezebel who built the temple to Baal. The northern kingdom’s judgment is a miniature of the great destruction that will come in the last days. It is a local judgment in which Assyria will destroy Samaria. In its heyday, Samaria was a beautiful place on a mountain, but this picture is what is left of it – a prophecy fulfilled – a city left in ruins to this very day because of its sin. The destruction of the city of Samaria was begun in 722 B.C. under Sargon II, ruler of Assyria. The people were either taken captive or killed. Then he imported people into the land from various nations he had conquered; and as Jews and Gentiles intermarried, the result was a mixed race that the Jews despised all the way through Jesus’ times. 
Verse 7 further details God’s judgment on Samaria. “All her idols will be broken to pieces; all her temple gifts will be burned with fire; I will destroy all her images. Since she gathered her gifts from the wages of prostitutes, as the wages of prostitutes they will again be used.” William Wadsworth Longfellow said, “Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceedingly small. Though with patience He stands waiting, with exactness He grinds all.” The “all-ness” of God is emphasized in both His judgment and His redemption and restoration. God is holy, and He cannot tolerate impurity or immorality. In His desire to be all that we need Him to be (“I Am”), He understands we must have that which is defiling us to be completely destroyed. There is nothing left for us to turn to other than Him. 
This is why we must understand that in placing all of our sins – past, present, and future – on His Son, He completely and permanently cleansed us and crucified all those sins. He did this so we could be free from all of them and have nothing to turn to other than Jesus. That complete forgiveness allows you to be free from the bondage of those sins and to pursue forward in holiness following the One who loves you “all” the time. 
	God destroyed the temple because the leaders had turned it into a place of false worship. God will destroy even His own house to cleanse the sin. God is a jealous God who will not share worship or glory with another. Exodus 34:14 confirmed this, “Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” Deuteronomy 6:15 added, “For the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land.” God, Who is faithful, made a covenant with these people very much like a marriage covenant. He kept His end of the bargain, but He saw idol worship as spiritual adultery. I’ve heard Oprah Winfrey turned away from the idea of God because His Word says He is a jealous God. She didn’t like the fact that God could be jealous, but I don’t know why. I want my God to love me so much that should I do something that displeases Him, or should someone who would want to tempt me with lies to be jealous and take action. 
	Beginning in verse 10 and through the end of chapter 1, Micah takes up a lamentation against Judah. The infection of Samaria had reached down into Judah via the northern border cities being overrun by people from the northern kingdom fleeing the siege of the Assyrians. The cities he calls out were in the western foothills of Judah – Micah’s home territory. Sennacherib claims to have destroyed 46 strong-walled cities in 701 B.C. Micah has some twisted fun in judging these cities by using a series of puns in his judgments. Some of them include:
· Gath is similar to the Hebrew word for “tell” – v. 10a “Tell it not in Gath”
· Beth Ophrah means “house of dust” – v. 10b “In Beth Ophrah roll in the dust
· Shaphir means “pleasant, beautiful” – v. 11a “Pass by naked and in shame, you who live in Shaphir 
· Zaanan means “come out” – v. 11b “Those who live in Zaanan will not come out.”
· Beth Ezel means “house of taking away” – v. 11c “Beth Ezel is in mourning; it no longer protects you.”

There are more, but you get the gist. Assyria got to Jerusalem, but only by the grace of God, were they delivered by Him in the slaughtering of 185,000 members of the Assyrian army in one night.
	The sins, which Micah will denounce in Chapter 2, are sins against one another, sins against mankind, while in the first chapter their sins were in their relationship with God. J. Vernon McGee got it right when he said, “When a man is not right with God, he cannot be right with his fellow man.” What were the peoples’ sins? – Covetousness, or modern day materialism, and listening to the false prophets. The ruling class was merciless in their treatment of the poor, seizing their fields, even their clothes, and ejecting women with small children from their homes. The priests were nothing more than fortune-tellers condoning their behavior. Verse 2 says, “They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud people of their homes, they rob them of their inheritance.” A Biblical example of this activity was Ahab and Jezebel coveting Naboth’s vineyard. 
How we view the poor should tell us a lot if our hearts are in alignment with God’s. If we are looking at them in judgment such as the reason they are poor is because they have not worked hard enough or gotten enough education, we should be checking our compassion capacity. We also may look in disdain that our tax dollars are heavily skewed towards more funding to public schools in poor areas. Finally, what goes through our minds when we pull up to a stoplight and see a dirty human being holding a sign asking for help? Do we feel compassion towards them and help, or do we turn our heads just so we don’t have to look at them? Before some of you lose it, I know full well some of these people on the corner are either frauds or they are strung out on drugs and alcohol. But when I read the Scriptures, I don’t see any conditions on God’s compassion on the poor. Abraham Lincoln said, “God must love poor people because He made so many of them.” In response to the people’s surprise at God’s judgment on their covetousness, Amos said in chapter 3, verse 2, “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth; therefore, I will punish you for all your sins.” Warren Wiersbe is right – “Privilege brings responsibility, and responsibility brings accountability.”
The second set of sins Micah points out was the listening to the false prophets. In verse 6, chapter 2 we read the mindset of the false prophets, “Do not prophesy,” their prophets say. “Do not prophesy about these things; disgrace will not overtake us.” Adding to that in verse 11, “If a liar and deceiver comes and says, ‘I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,’ that would be just the prophet for this people!” God is saying the kind of prophets they wanted were those who will approve their sins. These men espoused a shallow theology that had no place for either sin or repentance. They had no interest in the truth – only money. As I mentioned earlier, a true prophet takes a serious commitment. Jesus spoke of the narrow way in Matthew 7 and the Apostle Paul noted in 2 Timothy 3:12 that those who walk the narrow way are invariably persecuted.
 In the midst of all this judgment, Chapter 2, verse 12 offers some hope, “I will surely gather all of you, Jacob; I will surely bring together the remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, like a flock in its pasture; the place will throng with people.” The faithful prophet must expose sin and announce judgment, but he must also provide consolation and hope for those who receive his message and turn to God. Consolation without true repentance is only giving false hope. But conviction without hope creates only hopelessness. The hope of a nation lies with the remnant. There is a remnant of the Jews within the church today. I actually think “The Remnant” would be a cool name for a church. 
We transition to the second of the three messages in chapter 3 – a Deliverer is coming. Following the sins of the people in Chapter 2, in Chapter 3, we see the sins of the princes – the politicians – as a reason for God’s judgment and retribution. When God is left out of human government, it’s easy for officials to use their authority to selfishly to exploit the people. Ideal leaders are described in Exodus 18:21, “ But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.” That’s not what they had in their leadership, was it? After asking the politicians if they should not embrace justice, Micah calls them out graphically in verses 2 & 3 of chapter 3, “You [the religious leaders] who hate good and love evil; who tear the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones; who eat my people’s flesh, strip off their skin and break their bones in pieces; who chop them up like meat for the pan, like flesh for the pot?” What’s remarkable is the next words in verse 4, “Then they will cry out to the LORD.” I never ceased to be amazed at the gall of the naysayers of God who shout at the top of their lungs lies about Him, but when they’re feeling the heat of the judgment of their positions, they have the nerve to cry out to God for help! God is not mocked, and He makes that clear in the rest of verse 4 His completely justifiable response, “but He will not answer them. At that time He will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done.”
Micah continues in verse 5, “This is what the LORD says: “As for the prophets who lead my people astray, they proclaim ‘peace’ if they have something to eat, but prepare to wage war against anyone who refuses to feed them.” Peace without God is folly. Without a plumb line of lasting mutual agreement in our beliefs and values, there is no hope of lasting peace. Leadership changes bring different agendas. God does not change, so His peace is lasting. Micah’s contemporary, Isaiah, said in Chapter 57, verse 21 that “There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” Prior to coming to faith in God, it is impossible to know peace. The only real peace is the one Jesus offers because He reconciled us through the cross to the Father. The Apostle Paul confirms this in Romans 5:1, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In verse 9-12 of chapter 3, Micah accused them of committing injustice, distorting the truth, murdering innocent people, accepting bribes, and while doing all this, they claimed to be serving the Lord! Paul once again spoke to this issue hundreds of years later in Titus 1:16, “They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.” Any theology that makes it easy for us to sin is not biblical theology. The servant of God declares God’s messages regardless of whether the people like it or not. They don’t like it because they are living in deceit, and the servant of God is proclaiming the truth. Deceit and truth cannot coexist – they are at constant war with each other, but truth always prevails. The servant would like to be a peacemaker, but sometimes he has to be a troublemaker.
The first words in chapter 4 are, “In the last days…..”. By starting the chapter with these words, this is a transition from the coming destructions of Nebuchadnezzar and Titus the Roman to the last days. The period known as “the last days” began with the ministry of Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2) and it climaxes with His return to establish His kingdom on earth.  The Lord gave His people 4 promises in chapters 4 and 5:

· A promised Kingdom (4:1-8)
· A promised deliverance (4:9-10)
· A promised conquest (4:11-13)
· A promised King (5:1-5a)

Verse 2 prophesizes, “Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” The reestablishment of Israel in 1948 is not the fulfillment of the prophecy in v.2. The word of the Lord is not coming from Jerusalem.
Verse 3 proclaims, “He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” A portion of this verse is inscribed on the United Nations building in New York City – but they left off the first part of the verse, which is the key to the verse. With Jesus ruling and reigning, the countries will bring their disputes to Him. He will resolve them all; therefore, there will be no more need to spend money on military and defense. Imagine the diversion of money from preparing for war to investing it in medical breakthroughs. To give you some perspective, in 2018 the United States spent $639 billion on defense. Global spending on cancer is $96 billion. With just the United States dollars becoming available, 7x the amount the entire world is spending could be spent on wiping out cancer.
In verse 10 of chapter 4, Micah stunningly specifies the coming Babylonian captivity. At the time of the prophecy, Assyria was sweeping everything before it. This was 100 years before the rise of the Babylonian Empire. Micah is looking beyond the Babylonian captivity and God did deliver them by the hand of Cyrus. The point that Micah is making here is that the travail and suffering of God’s people will end in joy. Verse 11, which says, “But now many nations are gathered against you. They say, “Let her be defiled, let our eyes gloat over Zion!” is about the battle of Armageddon. Jesus will return and conquer all of Israel’s enemies.
Moving into chapter 5, we get the promised King. “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” This prophecy was 700 years before Jesus was actually born. It was this prophecy that was the sole basis on which the scribes directed the wise men to Bethlehem. Bethlehem – means “House of bread”; Ephratah – means “fruitful”. The city is five miles outside of Jerusalem and was full of shepherds because the city was full of sheep. The flocks were owned by the priests serving in the temple as well as the flocks used for sacrifices in the temple were kept in Bethlehem. Bethlehem has an interesting history. Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel, died near there when she gave birth to Benjamin. This is also the area where Herod slayed all the children in looking for Jesus. Ruth and Naomi came to Bethlehem, and Ruth married Boaz. Ruth is an ancestor of the Messiah. King David was born in Bethlehem.
	Jon Courson had some interesting comments regarding the link of Bethlehem and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Bethlehem reflects the Lord’s Personality – “I am meek and lowly” from Matthew 11:29. 
· Bethlehem reveals the Lords’ Priority – I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (Mat. 9:13). In other words, “My priority is people who are hurting, people who have need.” Jesus follows the person in need, the person in difficulty, the person who hurts. Therefore, if I am truly following Jesus, I will go to those who are weeping, those who are aching, those who feel despondent or discouraged, despised or rejected. Truly following Jesus means we’ll be surrounded by people who hurt.
· Bethlehem reminds us of the Lord’s abilities – He loves to use the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, the weak things to show up the strong (1 Cor. 1:27)

Verse 4 describes the King as a shepherd, “He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.” J. Vernon McGee breaks out the fact that Jesus’ entire ministry is set forth under the office of a shepherd.

· He is the Good Shepherd who will lay down His life for the sheep (Psalm 22)
· He is the Great Shepherd who keeps His sheep even to today (Psalm 23)
· He is the Chief Shepherd who is coming in glory (Psalm 24)

The remainder of chapter 5 tells us:

· The enemy is defeated in verses 5b-6
· The remnant is blessed in verses 7-9
· The nation is purged in verses 10-15

	We began today’s lesson with a scene like a courtroom with God being the presiding judge over His chosen people. I would like to conclude today’s lesson with a story of a different courtroom scene. A disheveled woman is ushered into the large courtroom. She is in rough shape – the embodiment of a hard life. She was once very beautiful – elegant and esteemed. She was well known because she made a point to flaunt her wealth and position. She could be seen at church every Sunday parading her handsome and successful husband and beautifully outfitted children to present the image of a happy and successful family. 
	This wealth and position, though, came at a high price. In her relentless efforts to create wealth and use it to further her power and notoriety, she ignored the care of her marriage and children. They had become mere pawns for her to manipulate to elevate her image. The pursuit of things and social appearance had taken the place of time and devotion to what really mattered. Eventually, the false foundation she had built her life on inevitably broke. In her pursuit of wealth, she had caused the removal of the less fortunate from their homes in a big real estate deal. Her husband became disgusted with all of her pretense and left her. He wanted full custody of the children, but she would not be so publically humiliated. She would fight for her children only to find out her children didn’t want anything to do with her because she was never there for them when they really needed her. The alcohol that was so prevalent at all the parties she attended had taken over. DUIs and petty crimes evolved into her committing a serious crime, and that was what led her into the courtroom.
	The judge’s seat was built well above the floor for effect. The bailiff called out, “All rise for Judge J!” A tall man in a long black robe entered the room, grabbed his gavel, pounded it down, and said “Court is in session.” The woman, with her head bowed down in shame and humiliation was brought before the judge. She slowly looked up at the elevated judge but could only see his face. The judge had been following the woman in the media, so he was well aware of not only why she was there, but also how she got there. He looked at the woman straight in the eyes and asked her, “How to you plea against this serious crime you are accused of?”
	Tears started flowing out of the woman’s eyes. Her husband wasn’t there. Her children weren’t there. Her alleged friends in all the important places weren’t there. She was totally alone, and she had no place to go. She meekly uttered, “I am guilty.”
	Judge J told the woman the penalty for this crime is $100,000. He looked at her and said, “If you don’t pay the price, you will go to prison for a long time.”
	The woman sobbed and cried out, “I don’t have $100,000! I’ve lost everything! I can’t pay the price!”
	Judge J looked at her and said, “Well, since you cannot pay the price for your crime, then you are going to go to prison.” He banged his gavel and called out, “Court is adjourned.” 
	Devastated - the woman fell to her knees. All that she had was gone. Interestingly, the memories that were coming to her were not of all the parties and wealth, but rather the early days of her marriage when they didn’t have much but each other. She was lifted up from her knees and started to be escorted out of the courtroom when she noticed Judge J did not leave the courtroom as a normal judge would. He stood up, took off his black robe to reveal he was wearing a white suit. He stepped down from his pulpit and approached the bailiff. Now the whole courtroom was watching with curiosity. He reached into his coat jacket and pulled out his checkbook. He then took a pen that was blood red and wrote a check for $100,000. After writing the check, he asked for the woman to be brought to her. 
The woman, speechless at what had happened, was again sobbing. All she could muster was a faint “Why?”
Judge J’s look at her now was one of compassion. He looked at her and said gently, “A judge must judge righteously – unaccounted evil invalidates the truth of what is right. Righteousness must be enforced. That was a judge must do, and that is what I did with you. But I am no ordinary judge. I am more than a judge – I am a caring Being that looks at the people whom I have to judge as wounded and deceived. I knew you could not pay the price for your crime, but I was willing to pay the price for you. By doing this, you are free to go and now have the chance to live differently – to treat the people in your life the way I just treated you. Will you do that?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Brothers and sisters, this story is the story of our God. We read today that God must, and will judge sin. The sins in today’s reading was covetousness and listening to false prophets who themselves were covetous. Micah’s message, though, was not one of just judgment; it was also a message of hope. What was the source of that hope? Better said, Who was the source of the hope? It was the baby that would be born in Bethlehem who would one day pay the price for yours and my crimes – a price we cannot pay. Our God is a judge, but He is also merciful – He proved that on the cross. Our reading speaks of a remnant – a group of people who will remain faithful to God because they’ve come to believe God is even more faithful to them. The Good Shepherd does not leave His flock – He never forsakes them. As it was for the people in Micah’s time, so it is for us today. Will we keep turning to the things we desire, or will we turn to the One Who faithfully desires us? It’s your choice. Let’s pray.
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