Lesson 7 Lecture
More Teaching from the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6:1-7:29; Luke 6:37-49

As the title of our lesson points out, this week’s reading is a continuation of last week’s lesson covering the Sermon on the Mount. As usual, Carol did a wonderful job covering the first part of Jesus’ incredible teaching on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. I had the privilege of going to Israel, and this area was by far my favorite point of interest. I can see why, at least from a geographic perspective, Jesus spent so much time in this region. If you get to go to Israel, one of the things you will find is our friends with the Catholic church erected churches in pretty much every place they were sure Jesus spent meaningful time. This is a picture of what is one of the more beautiful churches they built on a hill above Capernaum that is a monument to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount teaching. 
Before I get into this week’s passage, I want to make sure you all understand who this message was targeted. Let’s take a quick reminding look at the setting of the stage of this ground-breaking teaching in Matthew 5:1-2, “Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.” The Sermon on the Mount was not directed at the world in general – it was meant solely for the disciples – those who were choosing to follow Jesus. The Sermon on the Mount lays the foundation of what it is like living in the Kingdom of God. Jesus is drawing a line in the sand and establishing a clear and definable contrast between living in the world and living in the Kingdom of God. As I go through the reading, I’m going to highlight the key areas of distinction between these two very different ways of life. I’ve attempted to categorize this portion of Jesus’ teaching into the following topics: 
· Glorification
· Holiness
· Provision
· Forgiveness
· Judgment
· Fruitfulness
· Wisdom
When we’re through covering these areas, I’m going to share with you what jumped out at me as I was preparing this lecture – I’m hopeful you’ll find it as applicable and challenging to you as it did to me. So let’s get this party started!
	In the opening of our reading, Jesus spent some time on the issue of  glorification. He gave examples regarding the issue of glory in the areas of righteousness, giving, praying, and fasting. Starting with glory in righteousness in Matthew 6:1, He warns, “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them.” In my mind, this was no doubt a shot at the religious leaders of the day. These guys wanted everyone to know who they were and what they allegedly stood for by how they dressed. This is an example of the clothing they would wear in public. They left no doubt about whom they were pretending to be – it was like a royal robe. The Jews back then and even today are not big fans of much of Isaiah’s teachings, and here’s one reason why: in speaking of the appearance of the Messiah in verse 53:2b, Isaiah describes Jesus as, “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.” What made Jesus so attractive to the masses had nothing to do with His appearance or what He wore. What attracted people to Jesus was His love for them as demonstrated in His teaching and His service via healings and miracles. Do you want people to see you for your caricature or your character? Which do you think has more lasting value and impact? I’m not judging you if you like to wear nice clothes – there’s nothing wrong with that. The issue is where is the focus of your heart – is it tending to your image or Jesus’ image Who seeks to tend to the needs of others? 
	The next area of who is getting the glory is in the area of  giving. Jesus offered this warning in Matthew 6:2b, “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others.” He went on regarding the issue of your money in verses 19-21, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We were at a church that was looking to raise money for some kind of major project. There had been a considerable and expensive campaign, and this particular Sunday was the climax of the promotion. For the people who were going to commit to the campaign, they were asked to stand up and walk to the front of the church and put their written commitments in a bucket or at the foot of the cross or something. Please forgive me if I’m sounding judgmental, but I couldn’t help but to think about what was going through some of the hearts and minds who did not choose to commit to the campaign or publicly demonstrate their commitment. Was there shame for not participating? Was there a thought of, ‘Oh, look how impressive and devoted these people look for making such a public statement of commitment’? What about the people bringing their commitments? Did they feel a sense of pride they could show to the rest of the people how generous and committed they were being? 
Like I said, I know I am being judgmental – I have some issues with a critical and negative spirit that the Lord is chipping away. That being said, I know this public demonstration offered a setting to let the flesh get out in front of what should have been, in my opinion, a private moment of commitment between the people and God. Why do we know some celebrities are so generous? -Because they have a camera and a publicist making a public proclamation of their generosity. I wonder how much of their giving would really happen if no one ever knew about it? What did Jesus say in Matthew 6:3, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” The point of this part of the teaching is who is getting the glory in your giving?
The next area in terms of who gets the glory is in  prayer. Jesus warns in Matthew 6:5a, 7, “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.” In the 18th chapter of Luke, Jesus gave a parable that dealt with the contrast of the prayer of the Pharisee versus the prayer of a tax collector – a sinner. He characterized the prayer of the Pharisee as, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.” He then offers the tax collector’s prayer scene, “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Jesus offers the conclusion of this contrast from God’s perspective, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
I have a dear friend who is a brother in Christ. He is constantly condemning himself because he doesn’t think he is that smart or doesn’t pray with eloquent words. Let me tell you that this man has one of the greatest hearts for God and His Kingdom I know. He has taken the gifts that God has given him and put them to excellent and humble service. God knows what He’s given each of us, and for some of us, it may not be high academic ability or eloquent speech. Yet, that has no bearing whatsoever on our value before God and our ability to be a powerful witness for Him. Prayer is meant to be something between each one of us and God – it is a private conversation between the Creator and His creation. There is no shame at all if you are uncomfortable praying out loud – it just may not be your thing. The real issue is are you praying at all? Are you seeking the Lord to reveal to Him what is in the deepest parts of your heart and for Him to show you what is in His deepest heart that He wants to share His love for you?
The last area Jesus covered of who is getting the glory is in the area of  fasting. Jesus warned beginning in Matthew 6:16b, 17-18a, “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father.” Fasting is, as prayer, meant to be a private communication between God and us. If you’re fasting and walking around with a sad-sack, pained look on your face and people are asking you what’s wrong, how do you think God feels about the answer to that impression being, ‘Well, I’m fasting for God’. Who is getting the glory in this explanation? Do you think you’re doing God any favors by witnessing to others with a miserable look or countenance for the purpose of communing with God? Who would want to get to know a God that produces that kind of image? Fasting is meant to be a focused time of sacrifice of the fleshly desires in exchange for the spiritual desire of more intimate time with God and His provision. Again – this is a private exercise – not one for you show the world how holy and righteous you are.
Speaking of holiness, Jesus also touched on this issue. In Matthew 6:22-23 He said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” The explosion in technology over the last 20-30 years has revolutionized a broad portion of society. A prominent beneficiary of these technological advancements has been in the area of media and entertainment – television, the Internet, and cell phones/tablets to name just a few. These various devices have brought to us vivid and focused attention to the desired messages from the media. The overwhelming portion of the media is secular-driven, so the bulk of the messages that are being forced upon us are of this world – they are rooted in darkness. We are daily being bombarded with images that, in Jesus’ words, are unhealthy. They say the eyes are the windows to your soul, so how healthy we keep our eyes will deeply impact our souls/minds. 
Remember, this message is for the citizens of the Kingdom of God. We citizens have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us – a co-equal member of the Godhead. If Jesus is the light of the world, so is the Holy Spirit. Jesus is demonstrating the depth of the power of darkness that even in the face of the light of the presence of the Holy Spirit, darkness can still be seen. His message to us is simple – we need to choose carefully those things, which we allow our eyes to see. Every aspect of our choices of entertainment should be scrutinized. What we may think is no big deal, could very well be the beginning of a path to darkness and spiritual/physical unhealthiness. If you do this, you’re likely going to dramatically diminish your options of entertainment. You may end up asking yourself, ‘What am I supposed to do with myself now?’ I have an idea – how about you settle down with a Good Book? Hollywood has recently gotten the bug of telling stories from the Bible. Imagine what you’ll learn if you let God tell them to you?
The next area of Jesus’ teaching in this week’s reading covers the topic of  provision. America is an amazing place to live. We are so blessed to have the freedoms that few other nations enjoy. There is so much opportunity here, and that opportunity has been characterized in the phrase, ‘The American Dream’. In my mind, the American Dream has evolved, or sadly more accurately said, dissolved, from living in a country that offers the freedom to build a life dependent on God to eliminating God from our conscience and attempting to build a life that is independent and self-sufficient.  What has been the fruit of this degradation of the approach to the American Dream life? - Worry, fear, angst, self-obsession, and burdens. Does that sound like progress? Jesus may have said these words 2,000 years ago, but are they any less relevant today than back then? I would argue they’re even more applicable. In Matthew 6:25-34, He tells us not worry about our life, what we eat, what we drink, our body, and what we wear. He hits us between the eyes in verse 27  “Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” He then makes a point of distinction about those who are chasing after the things they worry about in verse 32, “For the pagans run after all these things.”
Before I go any farther, I am not up here looking to condemn anyone in here for the things that concern or worry you. I confess there are things that are going on in my life right now that I am allowing to overwhelm my peace and joy – I’m right there with you. This particular segment of our reading did a much-needed reminder for me as I prepared this lecture. Look at the points Jesus makes regarding God’s provision for the following: 
	Life – “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” (Matthew 6:26) 
Protection - “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you?” (Matthew 6:28-30)
Jesus narrows the focus of God’s true mindset towards His willingness, ability, and desire to provide for His creation (that includes you and me) in Matthew 7:9-11, “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” God gives us many names for Himself in the Bible – each of which represents one of His character traits. One of those names is  Jehovah-Jireh. Abraham came up with this name for God after God stopped him from sacrificing Isaac and providing a ram instead for the sacrifice. Do you recall what Abraham’s response to Isaac was when he asked where was the sacrifice they needed? “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering” (Genesis 22:8). God provided the ram for Abraham. He provided Himself in Jesus as the sacrifice for us. Let me ask you this, does it make any sense whatsoever that if God were to go to the extent to sacrifice His only begotten Son as the only provision for the forgiveness of our sins, would He then abandon us and not continue to provide for us for the new life that sacrifice secured? 
Let’s get into some truth building. What is Jesus’ foundational exhortation and promised result of this exhortation in our reading? The first part of His exhortation is in Matthew 6:33a, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.” What is the promised result of His exhortation? – “And all these things will be given to you as well.” What are “these things” that will be given to us? – The things that worry us! He deepens the exhortation and promised results in Matthew 7:7-8, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” What are the key exhortation words in these verses? - “Seek”,  “Ask”, and “Knock”. What are the promised results if we seek and ask? “Will be given”, “will find”, and “door will be opened”. What does Jesus call Himself in John 10:9? – The Door. The NIV says He is the gate, but the Greek word is “thura”, and it can be interpreted as the door. What is Jesus saying to the citizens of the Kingdom of God? If you sincerely come to Him for what you need, He will take care of you – He will provide your every need. This does not mean Jesus is the genie in the bottle ready to grant your 3 wishes. The essence of our relationship with Christ is to allow Him to peal away the decaying effects of our sinful desires and actions and transform our hearts and minds into His image and our original design as He made us.
One last point before I move on – I challenge you to take up Jesus’ exhortation and try not to worry about anything for one day. Can you imagine if you did not have to worry about your health, your financial situation, your family, what you’re going to wear, or anything else that causes you concern. You cannot do this on your own power. You must do what Jesus says – seek first the Kingdom of God – seek Him and the power of Holy Spirit to build your faith for just one day to trust that He will completely and totally provide all that you need and keep you perfectly safe. This doesn’t mean you simply sit in a chair and wait for things to float to you. Just go about your day as you normally would, but do it without worrying. At least try to imagine what this would feel like – there would be no burdens in your life. What did Jesus say about His burden? It was light. What is Jesus’ burden? - Your faith in Him. He is Who He is regardless if you believe – He’s not going to stop being all of Who He is. Therefore, His “burden” is really your burden to choose to believe what is true – that He is  Jehovah-Jireh – the Lord Will Provide!
The next topic Jesus covered in our reading is  forgiveness. In Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus says, “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Luke 6:37c offered a similar interpretation of this statement, “Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” I am writing a book, and I attempt to address the topic of forgiveness in two separate chapters. The first chapter is titled “Permanent Forgiveness – Part 1”. This chapter deals with the truth that the forgiveness Jesus offers to the believer covers all past, present, and future sins. The second chapter is creatively called “Permanent Forgiveness – Part 2”. This chapter focuses on the importance of us taking the forgiveness we received from Christ and distributing it to those in our lives whom we need to forgive. Jesus’ gave us 2 commandments – to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength and to love others as we love ourselves. What is the common theme of these commandments? – To love. I don’t believe it is possible for us to love either others or ourselves if we do not first forgive others and ourselves. I also believe that without the Holy Spirit providing us the power of the forgiveness from the Cross, we cannot fully forgive either others or ourselves. In our flesh, the wounds and the hurts from those who have sinned against us can run terribly deep. Only when we investigate and choose to believe the depth of what God went to for us to be broken free from the chains of our now forgiven sin, can we begin to contemplate offering such forgiveness to those who have hurt us.  
I like what Warren Wiersbe said regarding Jesus’ teaching, “He [Jesus] was not teaching that believers earned God’s forgiveness by forgiving others, for this would be contrary to God’s free grace and mercy.” What I take from Jesus’ words is if we hold onto unforgiveness for those who have hurt us, we cannot and we will not fully experience the freedom of the burdens that comes with God’s forgiveness. I’ll say that again, “If we hold onto unforgiveness for those who have hurt us, we cannot and we will not fully experience the freedom of the burdens that comes with God’s forgiveness.” A key mindset to the citizen of the Kingdom of God is to look upon people as God sees them. God looks upon each of us as objects of love with a desire to redeem and restore us. That’s how He looks at you, and that is how He wants us to look at others. The spiritual fruit of God’s forgiveness is via the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to forgive others. From Galatians 5:22-23, we learn the fruits of the spirit – they are, “Love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Look at this list – how can we truly demonstrate these to others if we are harboring unforgiveness towards them? Are you holding on to unforgiveness to anyone? Maybe you need to forgive God? That may sound blasphemous, but I know a lot of people, myself included, who through their pain have questioned God’s love. This is why a deep understanding of what happened at the Cross is so vital to our faith. In my opinion, all of God’s character is found at the Cross of Christ. From my perspective, the centerpiece of God’s character is love. Love doesn’t happen if there isn’t first forgiveness. If you do not love, then you’re not forgiving. If you’re not forgiving, then you’re at the very least short-changing the possibilities of your relationship with God. We are to forgive others – period.
Continuing on with Jesus’ teaching, He has some things to say about  judgment. With some of Jesus’ teachings, He used parables to make His point. However, with some topics, He is as blunt as it gets. When it comes to judgment, He chose to be as clear as He could be  Luke 6:37a, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.” Do you hear any wiggle room in this command? I don’t know about you, but I cannot stand being judged. I grew up in a very judgmental home, so I’m sure that history laid the foundation of my hatred of judgment. My parents were not religious, so I doubt they knew that the name they gave me, Daniel, means, “God is my judge”. It took me a long time to realize God’s judgment on me was Christ crucified. When I finally got that through my thick scull, my attitude towards God started to change into what is true about His character.
When I hear the word “judge”, I think of the Law. That’s what a judge does, right? He administers and interprets the law. Jesus tells us not to judge. Why? Well…. first and foremost, we’re not qualified. He went on after telling us not to judge in painting the picture of how we find it so easy to point out the flaws, sins, offenses, etc. in others, but we have our own set of flaws, sins, and offenses that need to be dealt with. I’m sure you’ve heard the saying that when you’re pointing your finger at someone else, there are three fingers pointing back at you. Let’s examine some Scriptures that deal with the law and us as citizens of the Kingdom of God. 
· John 1:17: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
· Romans 5:20: The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 
· Romans 13:10: Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
· Galatians 5:14: For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Each of these verses acknowledges the law and none of them dismiss its validity. However, what are the key words that reveal our role with the Law? – Grace and love. Do you see the words judge or judgment anywhere? Our role – our responsibility – as a citizen of the Kingdom of God is not to judge. It is to distribute the grace and love we received from God to an unbelieving world. Anyone can judge, but how many truly offer grace and love? I like what Graham Cooke said, “Judgment was at the Cross and it will be for the believer at the bema seat. Everything in between is grace.” Why do people do things that are hurtful? I believe it comes from a lack of love. How do we expect to help those who hurt us by delivering judgment – the very thing that is driving them to hurt us? If we develop the redemptive and restorative mindset of God, then we look upon them as objects to be healed and restored and not judged and condemned. People are not going to be attracted to God by a witness of judgment and condemnation. They will, however, see the difference in us when we forgive, offer grace, and love.
Jesus also touched on the issue of  fruitfulness. He said in Luke 43-45, “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” Why do you think fruitfulness is an issue with Jesus? Romans 8:29a tells us, “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.” As followers of Christ, we are to be living and breathing examples, or images, of Jesus. Jesus was as fruitful as anyone can be, so He expects us to be fruitful as well. I don’t know about you, but that puts a weight on me because more often than I care to admit, I’m not a shiny example of the image of Jesus. The good news is God already knows this. We are all works in progress, and we will never be perfect until we breathe our last breath and enter into His glory. Don’t let the evil baker of shame cake cram your shortcomings into your heart and mind. If you believe his lies, it will make it harder for you to be fruitful. Not everyone is designed to be Billy Graham or Greg Laurie – great evangelists. I believe it is possible that God could make it that the primary fruitfulness of an entire lifetime could be to minister to just one person whom God has His eyes on for salvation. 
A critical area of the evidence of our fruitfulness is what comes out of our mouths – our speech. There is a Christian contemporary music artist called tobyMac, and he has a great song called, “Speak Life”. One of the verses is, 
“Well it’s crazy to imagine
 Words from our lips as the arms of compassion, 
 Mountains crumble with every syllable. 
 Hope can live or die.” 
Again, Jesus said, “For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” If you find yourself spewing negativity, criticism, and judgment, then I’m afraid you have a heart problem. I’m not talking about your cholesterol issues. I’m talking about your judge-it-all issues. When people hear you speak, do they hear the love, grace, and hope of Christ, or the death, doom, and negativity of this world? We are citizens of the Kingdom of God, people, and we are expected to be fruitful – to be the image of Jesus. 
The final topic that Jesus covered in today’s reading was in the area of  wisdom. In both Matthew and Luke, Jesus compares the wisdom of those who build their homes on a rock vs. the foolishness of those who built their houses on the sand. He said when a flood came, the torrent struck the house, and the one whose foundation was built on the rock was not shaken. Notice Jesus didn’t say “if” a flood came. He said “when” a flood came. My friends, we live in a fallen world, and all of us – no exceptions – are going to be faced with floods, trials, and tragedies. How you are able to handle them will be based on the foundation to which you have built your faith. Notice what Jesus said regarding our foundation in Luke 6:47, “As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like.” What’s the key phrase in this verse? “And puts them into practice”. God’s word is indeed wise and powerful, but its wisdom and power is truly demonstrated when it is put it into practice – when we actually live in accordance to what it says. We can say God loves us and we love God, but if we do not love others, then there’s a problem.  John the Apostle couldn’t have been more direct on this correlation of putting into practice God’s Word in his first epistle 4:20, “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.” The wisdom that God offers comes in the hearing and the doing of God’s Word.
I mentioned at the beginning of this lecture something that jumped out at me as I went through today’s reading. Let’s take another look at our outline of what Jesus was talking about. 
· Glorification
· Holiness
· Provision
· Forgiveness
· Judgment
· Fruitfulness
· Wisdom
[bookmark: _GoBack]As I looked at this list, I saw Jesus not just as my Savior, but also as my Lord. All of these things are all about Him. He is to get the glory. He is holy. He provides. He forgives. He is the judge. He is fruitful. He is wise. We find it easy to think of Him as our Savior, but we may recoil a bit at Him being our Lord. Our flesh tells us we are going to do what we want to do and nobody tells us what we’re going to do. But look at this list – if Jesus is all of these things to us, wouldn’t life start to get easier and less worrisome as we looked to Him to provide them to us as opposed to having to strive for them? If we trust Him enough with our salvation, shouldn’t we trust Him enough to be our Lord? And that is what Jesus taught me about God in this lesson – He is more than qualified to be not just my Savior, but also my Lord. What do you believe? Let’s pray. 
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